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WEATHER

The last week of the year was cold

with the average temperatures ranging

from one to nine degrees below normal.

Widespread heavy snowfall started out

the week. Water equivalents ranged from

a few hundredths in the Panhandle and

north central up to more than an inch

in the south and east.

GENERAL

Weather conditions during the first

three weeks of December allowed farmers

the opportunity to complete fall crop

harvesting with only isolated fields

still standing. The month ended with

winter storms covering many eastern and

southern counties with ice and all areas

with snow. The state averaged near eight

inches in snow cover as the month ended.

ACcumulations of near one foot of snow

were reported across most of the north-

east as well as parts of the southwest

and Panhandle. Snow cover in the east

central and southeast averaged less than

five inches; however, the heavy accumu-

lation of ice resulted in power outages

in many areas.

CROPS

Winter wheat condition rated 6%

fair, 80% good, and 14% excellent, just

above last January's rating. The accumu-

lation of ice under the snow cover was

causing some concerns in the east; how-

ever, in general, the snow cover was seen

as a protective cover to the crop.

LIVESTOCK

The late month winter storms did

cause a variety of problems for livestock

producers. The power outages from the

storm left many livestock in the east

without water for extended periods of

time. Even once power was restored,

frozen waters and water lines complicated

producers' efforts. Some livestock in

confinement were lost, but the storm's

short duration limited the amount of

stress experienced by most animals.

Feed grain as well as hay and forage

supplies rated adequate to surplus.
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